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Virginia Israel Advisory Board
Office of the General Assembly
Minutes of the Board of Directors’ Meeting
December 2, 2025, 10:00 AM

***DRAFT***



Attended in person:	Attended online:
Chairman Mel Chaskin	David Brand
A.J. Nolte	Jeffrey Brooke
Rabbi Dovid Asher	Micah Edmond
Bob Budoff		Josh Goldberg
Dov Hoch	Sophie Hoffman
Cooper Conway on Behalf of Secretary Guidera 	Gershon Litt
	Steve Marks
	Aaron Roberts
	Nathan Shor 
	Denver Supinger 
	David Tenzer
Charlette Woolridge















Board Meeting Minutes

1. Chairman Mel Chaskin convened the meeting:

The Chairman opened the discussion to review the minutes of the VIAB BOD meeting May 6, 2025.  The minutes were reviewed and will be posted as such on viab.org

The Chairman welcomed three new Board Members: Rabbi Dovid Asher, David Brand and Micah Edmond. Each new member shared their background and expressed enthusiasm about serving on the board, with Rabbi Asher speaking of his past involvement serving on the Board as well as serving on the Holocaust Museum Board.  David Brand told of his experience chairing the Anti-Semitism Task Force.  Micah Edmond emphasizing his work at the Pentagon; as a Marine Corp officer and his work in emerging defense and tech as well as his position with the State Council of Higher Education and highlighted VIAB’s impact on Virginia.  


2. Professor AJ Nolte update on The Israel Institute at Regent University Activities
Professor A.J. Nolte provided an update on the Israel Institute's activities at Regent University, highlighting public engagement events, program building, partnerships with stakeholders, and academic initiatives. Partnering with Hebrew University to create an honors program sending three students to study for a semester in Israel.  He and 20 students meet Israel UN Ambassador Danny Dannon as his guest in at the UN for an October 7th memorial.  Professor Nolte was in Israel during Operation Rising Lion and then again later in the summer when VIAB arranged meetings with business; civic, and intellectual leaders and President Herzog. Focus for 2026, in conjunction with VA 250, “focusing on the forgotten roots of Hebrew thought on American founding.”  They have been “awarded a grant from the National Endowment of Humanities to hold a conference on this topic in Fall of 2026.” Partnering with VIAB for the VA 250.


3. Executive Director, Dov Hoch, provided update to Board

Dov presented an independent report analyzing data from 2024 alone noting the economic impact of Israeli companies on the Virginia economy was  $2.3 billion in 2024 which he cited as being  9000 times VIAB’s budget.  

Dov cited:  119 Israeli companies in Virginia is a baseline for future measurements; In 2026 Israeli companies will likely contribute $2.4B to the Virginia economy. 


Dov discussed the competitive landscape of attracting Israeli investment and Virginia's success in this area. Noting The Independent analysis also researched New York, Florida & California.  Virgina is considered a peer to New York; Florida and California in attracting Israeli investments despite those states have larger economies and populations.  

Dov cited Governor Glenn Youngkin remarks about the report:   “Israeli-founded companies are driving innovation, investment and jobs across the Commonwealth – from defense and life science sectors to agriculture and advanced manufacturing. We will continue strengthening our economic partnership with Israel to create even more opportunities for Virginians.”  

Dov reported on other economic develop activities: At  SelectUSA  the U.S. Dept Commerce VIAB & VEDP met 30 Israeli companies. Israeli companies investing in the US employ the most people out of all Middle East and African countries;   Israel Aerospace Industries Business Accelerator finished its 3rd cohort;  Elbit (Roanoke) investing $30M more in expanding and adding 280 to its workforce which will be 1000.  Dov promoted BIRD 1.5M R&D Grants at Communications & Electronics Event with Virginia Beach Mayor Dyer

Dov discussed VIAB collaboration with UVA, highlighting a program involving 75 students who intern with Israeli businesses through consulting projects. 

Dov spoke about the upcoming release of VIAB’s annual report, which will serve as a platform to engage with the new administration. The board was encouraged to help distribute the annual report to media, legislators, and business organizations to promote Virginia-Israel partnerships.


Dov also outlined plans for year-long undertakings in the context of events marking 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  Noting: writing a book: Virgina Israel 250 years to include polling of Virginians affinity for Israel.   Events to be held throughout Virginia including at Israel Mountain and Regent University Rabbi Asher said he would suggest including the Levy family’s contribution to saving Monticello and the Underground Railroad.


4. Chairman asked members if they had any issues they wanted to raise

David Brand asked questions regarding the new administration. Chairman Chaskin reaffirmed VIAB has worked well with all past and current Governors and General Assembly.  Noting: VIAB’s role is to improve the lives of Virginians like we did in providing free Telemedicine devices in SouthWest Virgina and to increasing investment and create jobs for Virginians.  

Dov noted VIAB shifts its economic development activities to be in concert with each administration’s priorities.  Noting: Governor Northam’s administration  promoted renewable energy and VIAB brought a company to Virginia  that invested $500 Million in solar farms.  Governor Younkin focused on Controlled Environment Agriculture and VIAB advanced a $228 Million dollar investment in the Pure Salom fish farm in Tazewell.  

Micah Edmond asked in the context of Israeli companies having contributed $2.3, billion dollars to the Va. economy in 2024 is VIAB seeking more funding. Citing given competing states have larger full time staff members in Israel.  The Chairman stated the board has no plans for increasing its budget. For now we have Dov (the executive Director) and very part-time assistant.  VIAB has a responsibility to be good stewards of the monies received.  Dov stated many states and competing localities like Maryland; Washington D.C. New York and New Jersey have staff in Israel and larger budgets but VIAB is very competitive. Noting VIAB works closely VEDP as a force multiplier

5. The Chairman concluded the meeting
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